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knights and 140,000 men-at-arms, while the count of
Flanders, he said, could bring but 400 knights and
40,000 foot-men into the field. The course of the war is
less questionable. The young French king had been pre-
paring during the whole of his reign for a trial of
strength, and his troops proved all that he had expected.
To this campaign belongs a curious story which
Giraldus tells to illustrate his passionate determination
and its effect on his barons.
" In the early part of his reign," he says, " when his
blessed father had been some time taken from this
world of ours and the youth himself was still of tender
years, he assembled the army of France at Amiens to
oppose Count Philip of Flanders, who, on the death,
without children or heir, of the countess, his wife, and
heiress to the count of Yermandois, ventured to hold
possession of that countship. The forces were gathered
together and prepared to meet in hostile conflict-, when
the barons of France, thinking with the poet that the
wise man ought first to try every weapon, with one
consent expressed the opinion that a peaceful solution
of the difficulty should be sought, for the count, a
man of vast resources and great influence, had many
enthusiastic supporters who had been drawn to his side
by his entreaties or bribes, by the claims of affection or
kinship. The leading men accordingly met to consider
the question, while the king withdrew apart for a time,
and sat holding a green hazel wand in his hand or
gnawing it with his teeth, at the same time glancing
keenly about him. On the barons observing this, and
marking with wonder the youth's attitude and gestures,
one of them declared that he would bestow a gallant